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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98, I am submitting a completed "INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS" (Form PTO/SB/08A) with patents and/or 
publications as delineated therein attached. 

DE 102 08 558 discloses that a tray has electrical terminals for connection to a base 
heating element controlled by a thermostat and a water level float and switch which energize 
the heater when the safe water level is reached. 

JP 2003 130535 discloses that a heater formed in a hairpin shape is arranged inside the 
water receiving pan so as not to block the drain hole by freezing when a part of the defrosting 
water flowing down in the lower water receiving pan from the cooler according to defrosting 
of the cooler corresponding to a refrigerating chamber and a vegetable chamber remains 
inside the water receiving pan. After finishing defrosting operation, electric power is supplied 
to the heater for a prescribed time to forcibly evaporate the water remaining in the water 
receiving pan. At low temperature time when a room temperature is, for example, not more 
than 5 deg.C after fmishing the defrosting operation, the electric power is supplied to the 
heater, and a cold air forcibly circulating air blower is operated for a prescribed time. 

JP 8 271120 discloses that in a refrigerator in which a ceiling part of its main body is 
provided with a compressor and a cooling system such as a cooling device or the like, an 
evaporating pan is arranged at a bottom part of the main body and a water discharging pipe 
for flowing the defrosted water generated at the cooling device to the evaporating pan, a 
heater is installed in the evaporating pan. 
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JP 2003 279229 discloses that in this cooling storage house, the interior of a storeroom 
is cooled by a condenser of a cooling device, and the cooling storage house includes the 
evaporation tray for receiving drainage such as defrosting water from the condenser, and the 
electric heater for heating the evaporation tray. The cooling storage house is provided with a 
water level sensor for detecting the water level in the evaporation tray, whereby when the 
water level sensor detects a designated water, level in the evaporation tray, the electric heater 
is heated with a limited quantity of power generation, and when the state where the water 
level sensor detects the designated water level continues for a designated period of time, the 
heating value of the electric heater is raised. 

DE 198 55 504 discloses that the refrigeration device has a thermally insulated 
housing with at least one cold chamber and a machine chamber for accommodating 
refrigeration equipment, e.g. a compressor or similar, in which a condensed water collection 
pan is arranged that is exposed to the heat of the compressor, at least at its bottom. The 
bottom of the pan is made at least in sections of at least approximately flexurally slack 
material that can come into thermally conducting contact with the compressor housing, at 
least in some sections. 

If no translation of pertinent portions of any foreign language patents or publications 
mentioned within the "INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT BY APPLICANTS" 
is included with the aforementioned copies of those applications, patents and/or publications, 
it is because no existing translation is readily available to the Applicants. As per the Notice in 
1273 OG 55 (August 5, 2003) no copies of any above-mentioned US patents and US patent 
application publications are submitted for this application which was filed after June 30, 
2003. 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicanfs unique citation designation number (optional). 'See Kinds Codes of 

USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). * For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 'Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 'Applicant Is to place a check marie here if English language 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Conridentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
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and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 


